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Executive Summary

In 2006, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation (OPRHP) received jurisdiction over 368 acres of the former Kings Park
Psychiatric Center (KPPC) property, which was previously managed by the Office of
Mental Health. The property is adjacent to Nissequogue River State Park.

In 2008, OPRHP contracted with a private engineering firm, Dvirka & Bartilucci
~Consulting Engineers (D&B), to conduct a comprehensive study of the costs of
remediating environmental hazards and demolishing the 57 vacant, deteriorated buildings
on the 368 acres. This document summarizes the findings of the study. -

The D&B study determined that the total cost of remediating the environmental
concerns on the 368 acres is $215 million. Addressing the 57 abandoned buildings
accounts for most of the cost.” Of the total $215 million estimate, $186 million
(86 percent) is comprised of the cost of removing asbestos and other hazardous materials
and then demolishing vacant buildings. The remaining elements of the $215 million
~ estimate are primarily associated with: a) remediating asbestos and demolishing the five
miles of underground steam tunnels that criss-cross the property ($26 million); and b) a
variety of actions to address site-specific environmental concerns, such as excavating
contaminated soil at various locations on the property and cleaning up 38 debris piles
containing C&D (construction and demolition) and other waste materials that were
dumped on the surface or buried before the property was transferred to OPRHP ($3.7
million).

The $215 million figure represents what it would cost to return the 368 acres of
the former KPPC property to open space — demolishing and removing all vacant ‘
buildings and addressing contamination issues. The cost of constructing any new
facilities on the KPPC property would be above and beyond this amount.

As described below, OPRHP is developing plans and specifications to demolish
15 abandoned buildings on the former KPPC complex — of which eleven are located on
the 368 acres. With the exception of the eleven buildings, no decisions have been made
regarding whether any or all of the remaining 46 buildings on the 368 acres should be
demolished, as opposed to retaining some buildings for potential future reuse. However,
under state law and regulations, asbestos would need to be removed from each building
prior to any action being taken, regardless of whether the building is demolished or



rehabilitated in the future. Even with the asbestos removed, the cost of rehabilitating
buildings can be higher than demolition. Therefore, the cost of rehabilitating some or all
of the KPPC buildings may be significantly higher than the $215 million baseline cost of
demolishing all existing buildings on the 368 acres.

The $215 million cost estimate for the 368 acres is in addition to the cost of
remediating vacant buildings on the 153-acre Nissequogue River State Park, which was
transferred to OPRHP in 2000. In 2007, OPRHP contracted for a study of the costs of -
remediating vacant buildings in the 153-acre park (note: the vacant buildings on the 153
acres are small in comparison to the buildings on the 368-acre tract). The study '
concluded it would cost $7 million to remediate asbestos and demolish 19 vacant
buildings. The actual cost of remediating the 19 vacant buildings is likely higher than
$7 million, because the study is now three years old and it did not fully address the cost
of remediating asbestos in underground steam tunnels on the 153 acres.

OPHRP is preparing plans and specifications to advance a $14 million project to
conduct a first phase of building demolitions at Kings Park, focusing on 15 relatively
small buildings that have deteriorated to the point that there is no potential for future
reuse of the structures, as well as removing certain derelict structures such as the
smokestack, piers, and tanks at the former power plant. Of'the fifteen buildings
identified for demolition, eleven are on the 368-acre transfer and four are located on the
original 153-acre transfer.

Combining the two properties, the total cost of remediating the former KPPC
complex is estimated to be at least $222 million. OPRHP anticipates funding the
$14 million demolition project from an appropriation initiated by the state Senate in 2006
for Kings Park remediation. No state funding has been identified for the remaining
$208 million of remediation costs for the 368- and 153-acre properties.

Background

The former Kings Park Psvchiatric Center camnus covers 521 acres in the Town
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